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MADAME CHIANG

She and China know what endurance means.

(Foreign News)
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THE WEEKLY NEWSMAGAZINE

March 1, 1943

U. S. AT WAR

THE PRESIDENCY

No Joshua?

Almost everywhere the U.S. people
looked last week they could see the word
crists spelled out in large capital letters.

No citizen had to be told that the sim-
ple routine of feeding his family had be-
come more complex and difficult ; he could
see it in the vanishing stocks in his grocery.
No man of draft age not yet in the Army
could be anvwhere near certain about his
future; the directives from Washington
were too muddled. No farmer had to he
told of the manpower shortage; as the new
farm vear began in the South, the farmer
simply planted less. No taxpayer could be
certain what his obligations would be.

In Washington everyone was aware of
the crises. But the nation’s capital was
caught up in the most bitter snarls and
personal feuds of World War II. In the
headlines of the newspapers and on the lips
of Congressmen and administrators the
dominant words of the week were “fight”
and “revolt.” The quarrel which had torn
WPE apart was merely waiting for the
next flare-up: Franklin Roosevelt was
faced with Congressional revolt and a pos-
sible split in his own Democratic Party.

Confession of Faith. This week. on
Washington’s Birthday, the President made
his second broadcast in ten days. In the
first, he had discussed rgy3’s grand strate-
gy there were many who hoped his second
would deal with the home front.

Franklin Roosevelt chose to
grand confession of faith:

“We know that it was Washington's
simple steadfast faith that kept him to
the essential principles of first things first.
. « « It was Washington's faith—and with
it, his hope and his charity—which was
responsible for the stamina of Valley Forge
—and the praver at Valley Forge.

“[Some] among us still believe in the
age of miracles. They forget there is no
Joshua in our midst. We cannot count on
great walls crumbling and falling when
the trumpets blow and the peoples shout.”

But there were some walls of frustra-
tion and doubt which the President could,
if he chose, blast with his own trumpet.

make a

Among Friends . . .

Madame Chiang Kai-shek sat expectant-
Iy on the edge of the President's huge
swivel chair, like a young girl at her first
matinee, Only when she leaned forward
did the tips of her tiny, open-toed pumps
touch the floor. On her left, Franklin
Roosevelt, puffing at a cigaret, lounged

Mg, Ciraxe Kar-sHeEx & Hosrs
She was an envoy of a different sort.

casily in an oversize armchair. On her
right, Eleanor Roosevelt sat stiffly erect,
one hand on Madame Chiang’s chair in a
protective gesture.

The 172 newsmen and women who
trouped into the oval study (23 maore
than had greeted Franklin Roosevelt at his
first press conference after Casablanca)
full well expected a good show, a high
state drama. Many had been awestruck
day before with the eloquence of Madame
Chiang in Congress (see p. 23), They were
not quite prepared for what followed.

Franklin Roosevelt. master of almost a
thousand press conferences, had the air of
an indulgent uncle introducing a beautiful
niece. Madame Chiang, he said, was a
“special envoy very different from most™;
he asked newsmen to confine their ques-
tions to the “non-catch type.”

Madame Chiang had been fingering her
compact. Only those standing in the first
few rows could see her as she arose; the
jeweled wings of her China Air Force pin
sparkled against the background of her
long, black dress. She had never been afraid
on visits to the front in China, she said;
she was not so sure now as she saw the pen-
cils flashing across the notebooks and copy-
paper. “But I see flashes of smiles coming
from vour faces, so I feel 1 am among

19

friends. . . .” The correspondents applaud-
ed. She was now in their hands.

Point & Counterpoint. Madame
Chiang rose to answer each question, sat
down again when she had given her answer.
Question: Is there any truth in reports
that China is not using her manpower to
the fullest? Madame Chiang showed a
touch of anger. China, she said, is using
her manpower to the extent that she has
munitions. The President had said the
need was for more munitions. China has
trained pilots, but she has not enough
planes or gasoline.

How is she going to get them? Madame
Chiang turned deferentially to Franklin
Roosevelt. He had solved so many impor-
tant questions and come through so many
crises, she could safely, she felt, leave that
question to him.

Newsmen smiled to see how she had
neatly tossed the ball to Franklin Roose-
velt. Undeterred, the President picked it
up and ran—ran hard. There are immense
difficulties in getting planes and supplies to
China, he said, but the U.S. is working hard
to get them there. 1f he were a member of
the Chinese Government, the President
added, he would certainly ask: But when
and why not a little more? As a member
of the Americun Government he would



FOREIGN NEWS

an, a few Americans saw and understood
China.

The U.S. Idiom. From her tenth year
through her 19th, the most formative time
of her life, Mei-ling Soong lived in the
ULS. While one of her older sisters went
to Wesleyan College (Macan, Ga.), she
stayed with friends in near-by Piedmont,
learning the idiom and the point of view.
She bought gumdrops at Hunt’s general
store with the other girls, and went hazel-

member of the distinguished Soong fam-
ily, she cavorted to feasts, rode in jodh-
purs. But as a girl with a rigid conscience,
she joined the Y.W.C.A. and the Child
Labor Commission. She had a horror of
untidiness: an English friend describes

how she impatiently snatched a dustcloth
from a shiftless amah one day and dusted
a whole room, exclaiming against dirt.
Dr. Sun died, and the handsome young
Chiang Kai-shek

assumed at least the

Corl Mydans

Cuiancs at Home
She tidied his quarters and tried to tidy China’s.

nutting with them. She was always the one
who was teased, but through the teasing
she learned American gags. Later the girls
went north to a summer school. A history
teacher asked Mei-ling to describe Sher-
man’s march through Georgia. ‘“‘Pardon
me,” said Mei-ling, “I am a Southerner,
and that subject is very painful to me.”
Sun Yat-sen's revolution hit China be-
fore Mei-ling hit Wellesley, and her only
excitement about it was what she caught
from her sister Ching-ling (who later mar-
ried Dr. Sun). At Wellesley her favorite
course was Arthurian Romance. She joined
Tau Zeta Epsilon, spoke a languid South-
ern accent, and was sometimes vivacious.
sometimes somber, always neat, Professor
Annie K. Tuell, with whom she lived.
says: “She kept up an awful thinking
about evervthing.” She used to speak elo-
quently of China’s contributions to civili-
zation, and regretted Western neglect of
them. But she wrote a friend: “The only
thing Oriental about me is my face.”
The Chinese Idiom. By the time she
went back to Shanghai in 1917, Mei-ling
knew the U.S. as few Americans do. But
she hardly knew her own country. She
found a Chinese teacher and learned to
speak, read & write Chinese. Gradually
she ook en Chinese dress. As a beautiful

24

1943 # 32 1 p (PFizit) 345

military tunic of the great revolutionist.
Mei-ling Soong met him. At that time she
did not actively concern herself with his
politics; she heard how he broke with
Moscow and she heard whispers of the
way his secret societies killed off the Reds.
She found herself being courted and liking
it, and before long the soldier had fol-
lowed Mei-ling’s formidable mother (o
Japan to make her agree to a distasteful
match (because he had been divorced and
was not a Christian). On Dec. 1, 1927,
the pair were married.

Dirty Houses. What followed changed
her plenty. She left gay, comfortable,
clean Shanghai and went to her husband’s
headquarters in shoddy Nanking. Chiang
was engaged in unifying China, ruthlessly
and single-mindedly. He was appeasing
Japan, so that he might prepare China
against Japan. Madame went with him on
his campaigns. Their quarters were what
they could find—thatched huts. railroad
stations, farmhouses—a series of unclean
places. She tidied them and wanted to
tidy China. She founded the New Life
Movement, dedicated to clean living. (Last
week Chungking celebrated the ninth an-
niversary of the New Life Movement with
tightened regulations against smoking,
eating and spitting in the streets. against

20

casting orange peels into the gutters.)

The Generalissimo. too, was in for a
change. She took him walking every morn-
ing and told him Bible stories. until he
became a Christian.

Dirty Politics. Tn December 1936,
Madame went to Shanghai for a rest; she
was ill. The Generalissimo flew up to Sian
in the northwestern province of Shensi to
put down the Red foolishness once & for
all, and to discipline some insubordinate
Central Government troops who preferred
fighting Japanese to fighting Communists.
He was in for a surprise.

On the morning of Dec. 12 he awoke at
his wsual hour, 5. At 5:30 he heard shots.
His bodyguard ran in to tell him there
seemed to be some sort of mutiny, that he
had better take to the mountain behind
the house. Dressed only in his nightshirt
and without his false teeth, he tried to
leave by a side door. It was locked. He and
two of his men had to climb a ten-foot
wall. On top of it the Generalissimo slipped
and fell into the moat outside, a drop of
30 feet. For three minutes he could not
move. Then a number of bodyguards
helped him up the mountain. The Gen-
eralissimo fell into a cave that was hidden
by thorny shrubs, and lay there, exhaust-
ed. Later soldiers found him. “Let us fire
a shot,” said one. “Don’t do that,” said
another.

Said Chiang: “I am the Generalissimo.
Don't be disrespectful. If you regard me
as your prisoner, kill me, but don’t sub-
ject me to indignities.” Chiang was taken
to a house under guard. There he furiously
reprimanded his captor, Chang Hsueh-
Hang, the “Young Marshal.”

Wild rumors reached the outside world.
Madame Chiang and the other Soongs
gathered in Nanking. Theyv sent William
Henry Donald. their Australian confidant,
to Sian to see what he could do.

The Generalissimo had determined to
starve himself to death. “The martyrs of
the former ages always defied death,” he
wrote in his diary. “I prefer to follow in
their footsteps instead of disgracing my-
self.”

In Nanking, Madame found herself sur-
rounded by men apparently glad to have
Chiang out of the way. When she tried to
argue that the future of China was bound
up with his, they taunted her: “A woman
pleading for the life of her husband.™

The Generalissimo wrote her a letter
which never reached her: “I will never
allow myself to do anything to make my
wife ashamed of me, or become unworthy
of being a follower of Dr. Sun Yat-sen.
. « . You must never come to Shensi

At great personal risk, she went to
Shensi. At Sian she gave a revolver to
Donald and made him promise to shoot
her if she was seized by the rebels. The
kidnappers let her see the Generalissimo.
As soon as she entered the room where he
lay, shockingly emaciated, he showed her
a verse in the Bible he had found that
very morning: “Jehovah will now do a

Trse, March 1, 1943
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Wane CrUNG-HUI Cuex Kvo-Fu

Tar CaI-T1A0

The men around Generalissimo Chiang Kai-shek are a
“gang,” in the same sense that the New Deal or the Ohio Re-
publican machine or the Cliveden set have been gangs, These
are not sharp, rugged characters; these are reflections of the
Generalissimo’s many faces. But they are tough babies.

Chen Pu-lei, The Gissimo’s thin secretary, is probably
closest to him of all. Chen, 53, from the Gissimo’s home
province (Chekiang), was a distinguished journalist until he
became Chiang's secretary in 1935. His importance rests in
his determining who sees Chiang and what Chiang sees.

Ho Ying-Chin, 54. runs the Army. He joined Sun Yat-sen
and Chiang in Canton as the nationalist revolution broke
out. led one of the three armies in Chiang’s campaign against
the northern warlords in 1gz6. He has been Chief of Staff
ever since, Ferociously anti-Communist, with several pet hates
in his own Army, he holds all the strings and politically fears
nothing. He works closely with Dr. H. H. Kung, 62, who
controls Civil Administration. Brother-in-law of the Gissimo,
“Daddy” Kung has for many years controlled Government
finances, and is a great believer in printed currency. As Vice
President of the Executive Yuan (Chiang is nominally Presi-
dent) he keeps his finger on all civil government.

The notoriously reactionary Chen Brothers control the
Kuomintang Party. Chen Kuo-fu, 54. Chief of Personnel
of the Gissimo’s staff, and Chen Li-fu, Minister of
Education, who together represent the extreme right wing in

53

Crex Pr-Let

Cuex CHENG, Ho YING-CHIN, CHIANG

Cranxc CHUN Hovvincron ToNG

MEN AROUND CHIANG

Inte Honal, \ Capo-Pix

Dr. H. H. Kune

Chinese politics, control through their appointees all expres-
sion of opinion.

Stolid. stocky Chang Chun, 53, “the Gissimo’s one-man
brain trust,” is Governor of Szechwan and leader of the top-
notch circle of industrial planners known as the Political
Science Group. An able administrator, he has done an ad-
mirable job since 1940 of breaking Chungking’s province to
the Government yvoke. He should not be confused with Chen
Cheng, 43. able young general commanding the central front
and representative of the most influential field officers.

Tai Chi-tao, 53, and Wang Chung-hui, 61, are Chiang’s
philosophers. Tai, Kuomintang’s leading theoretician and
head of the Examination Yuan, has great influence on the
Gissimo's thinking. Cautious, scholarly Wang is secretary
general of the Supreme National Defense Council, which
makes major decisions,

The liberal, pro-British representative in the Gissimo’s
cabal is Wang Shih-chieh, 52, lawyer and educator. Wang is
Chief of the State Planning Department and President of the
People’s Political Council. Weekly he and other scholars lunch
with the Gissimo, academically review China policy.

Modest Hollington Tong, 36. is Chiang's main official link
with the English-speaking world. Officially, he is Vice Minister
of Publicity, unofficially the Gissimo's interpreter (Madame
sits by and interprets Tong's interpretations). Tong accom-
panied Madame to the U.S, last November.
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