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Chinese Consolidated Benevolent Association
Commemoration for the 100th Anniversary
of the Passing of Dr. Sun Yat-sen
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Dr. Sun Yat-sen (November 12, 1866 — March 12, 1925), was born in Hsiang-shan (Zhongshan) in Canton Province in
China. He was a famous revolutionary, politician, and thinker in modern Chinese history, often called the "Father of the
Nation." Dr. Sun Yat-sen was a key leader in overthrowing the Ching (Qing) dynasty, ending over 2,000 years of imperial
rule in China. He led the Hsinhai Revolution and helped establish the Republic of China. He promoted the Three Principles
of the People: Nationalism, Democracy, and the People's Livelihood, aiming to modernize China and build a better future.

Sun Yat-sen founded groups like the Hsing Chung Hui (Revive China Society), the Kwang Fu Hui (Restoration Society)
and the Tung Meng Hui (Federal Association of China) to encourage people to stand against the Ching government. In
1911, the Hsinhai Revolution succeeded, and he became the Provisional President, announcing the birth of the Republic of
China. Although he didn’t achieve all his goals for national unity and reform during his life, his ideas and efforts greatly
inspired future generations and earned him a lasting place in Chinese history.
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Six months before the success of the Hsinhai Revolution, on April 27, 1911, Dr. Sun Yat-sen delivered a speech at CCBA (at 16 Mott Street) in New York. In his speech, he stated: “The
Manchus have ruled China with despotism for over 200 years, exploiting the wealth of the Han people and committing rampant abuses, which have become even more severe today. We
must eliminate these deep-rooted problems, restore the glory of the Han people, and establish a republic in China where everyone can enjoy freedom and happiness.” The association
embraced this revolutionary speech and declared the full support of the overseas Chinese community for the revolutionary cause, demonstrating their commitment and responsibility
toward national rejuvenation.

Since then, CCBA and the Chinese-American community in New York have steadfastly supported the Three Principles of the People and the Republic of China. They have stood in solidarity
with the Republic, firmly upholding the spirit of freedom, democracy, and the rule of law.

In 2011, to celebrate the centennial of the Republic of China, the association erected a bronze statue of Dr. Sun Yat-sen in Columbus Park. After years of effort, in 2019, the New York City
government approved the statue's permanent placement and renamed the plaza where it stands as "Sun Yat-sen Plaza," commemorating Dr. Sun's revolutionary contributions.



Dr. Sun Yat-sen passed away in Peking
(Beijing) in 1925, leaving a final wish to be
buried at the foot of Purple Mountain in
Nanking (Nanjing). Construction of the Sun
Yat-sen Mausoleum began in 1926, and the
main structure was completed in 1929. On
June 1 of that year, a grand burial ceremony
was held to honor his legacy.
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